	Bath & North East Somerset

Joint Liaison Group for Pedestrians, Access Cyclists and Equestrians
Minutes of meeting held on 6th October 2008, The Hollies Council Chamber 



NEXT MEETING Tuesday 13th January 2008, 18:00, The Guildhall, Kaposvar Room, Bath
Present:
Alison Sherwin (Pedestrian and Cycling Officer, B&NES), Nick Jeanes (Team Leader Traffic and Safety, B&NES), Nick Dale (Living Streets), Chris Revill (Sports Development Team), Frank Tompson (Two Tunnels) Councillor Shirley Steel, Brian Perrett (Radstock Residents Association), Cathie Baker (B&NES Disability Forum)
1. Apologies 
Councillor Charles Gerrish, Robin Winfield (Joint Local Access Forum),  Will Steel (Public Rights of Way Team Leader, B&NES), Alun Morgan (Federation of Bath Residents’ Association) , Yvonne Morgan (Bathwick Estate Residents Association), Gordon Popplewell (Bath Association for Disabled people), Chris Hogg (Joint Local Access Forum, B&NES), Wendy Linham (Avon and Somerset Constabulary)
2. Matters arising from July 08 minutes
· Alison Sherwin and Alun and Yvonne Morgan have now met regarding pedestrian issues around Sydney Gardens area. Their concerns regard the pedestrian crossing at the junction of Bathwick Road and Beckford Road. It is difficult to cross here mainly because of driver behaviour blocking the pedestrian crossing and stopping in the yellow box. They accept that little can be done but have requested that the original Sydney Gardens proposal of an additional pedestrian crossing near the junction of Forester Road/Beckford Road and midway on Sydney Place should be reinvestigated. Nick Jeanes suggested that this should go on the Traffic and Safety Task Register to be prioritised for funding to carry out the traffic modelling.
· AS has spoken to Peter Bailey about the proposal to install a yellow box to prevent the London Road/Cleveland Road pedestrian crossing being blocked. Peter Bailey has agreed this is the best solution. AS will ask him to order the works.
· Proposal of pedestrian crossing at the bottom of Lansdown Hill/George Street has been added to the Traffic and safety task register for prioritisation.

· AS still trying to establish whether or not the landowners will permit multi-use on the Chew Valley Trail.

· Royal Victoria cycle routes are being progressed.
· Bathford Hill – the exit cycle bypass has now been checked. There is hatching which cars should not park in. However, there is a Safer Route to School scheme here which may alleviate this problem. AS to speak to the Area Engineer Tasos Papaloucas.
· There are now several Traffic and Safety team members including: Robert John – new full time Technician to replace a part time Technician to assist AS.

Road Safety officers: Katy Coles and Jessica Fox-Taylor.

Road Safety Accident officer – Tony Rutter

Peter Bailey (Area Engineer) has returned

Stefan Chiffers (Area Engineer) has returned

Jon Wilmore – Cycling and pedestrian co-ordinator

3. Proposed Five Arches Project
Eugene Kertzman from the Five Arches group gave an interesting presentation about the proposed scheme for a shared use path between the existing Norton radstock Greenway and Norton Hill School on Charlton Road. This is now being designed for multi-use. A second ecological survey has been done and no rare species have been found. For more information on this scheme: www.fivearches.org.uk 
Cathie Baker if the trees taken out would be replaced. EK said that because of the linear nature of the route it would be limited but there maybe scope at the Green on the corner of Charlton Road.

Frank Tompson asked how far up the Connect2 reserve list was the project. EK said it was difficult to know, however once the planning permission is obtained then hopefully the project will go forward for serious consideration.
4. Somer Valley Wheels update
Chris Revill said that this scheme has been developed by the Sports Development Team and is also funded by the Lottery, PCT and Traffic and Safety.
There are 4 rides a week. The scheme has recently reached some milestones of 1000 rides and 120 people registered. This will be celebrated in October. They are looking to expand to community groups such as the Genesis project.
Wellow Treking centre have purchased some mountain bikes. On 1st November there is a family cycling day which will go to the access point to the Two Tunnels at Tucking Mill.
Cathie Baker asked if they had anything for accessible bikes for the disabled. Chris Revill said they had not been able to do as much as they had hoped. There are access issues onto the Colliers Way from Meadow View.
5. 20 is plenty campaign
Councillor Roger Symonds had asked this to be discussed and “to ask Councillor Charles Gerrish if the Council support it for Bath. Charles Gerrish said that it would cost approx £500K at one hit for Bath.  I would like him to be asked - why not use some of the council's £18m reserves for this for this?”
Charles Gerrish sent a statement and AS circulated it at the meeting (attached to the email sent with the minutes).
Nick Jeanes said about the Portsmouth scheme and it needs to be considered whether or not this could be applied to Bath. However, there is no evidence from Portsmouth about its success. The questions which need to asked are: has it had any effect on speeds, has it had any effect on causalities and the costs. It would be impossible to enforce and the signage would be expensive and intrusive. Because it would be applied to mostly residential streets, there are not many causalities here so it may not help the casualty aspect. Personally he feels it is a good idea. A massive consultation could be done to see if people want it.
Nick Dale said it is not just about causalities and also about improving the residential roads – giving the roads back to the people. Nick Dale will send some web links to NJ and AS.

6. Pedestrian issues raised by Gordon Popplewell (Bath Association for disabled people)

It was agreed that members of the group take a copy of the email to comment on at the next meeting. Cathie Baker asked what could be done if dropped kerbs were obstructed by vehicles. Nick Jeanes said that the police can book vehicles for obstruction but the parking attendants do not have the powers. The Council can highlight them with advisory white keep clear lines and pass on the information to ask Parking to extend any double yellow lines. However, specific locations are required for us to action.

Chris Revill said that new access barriers have just been installed at Odd Down playing fields which allow cycle and wheelchair access. 
7. Core Strategy
Nick Dale raised this issue asking: “It might be useful to have a short discussion/update about the B&NES "Core Strategy" as it relates to the liaison group issues. The original document issued for consultation last year was very weak on planning for walking and cycling and I made a submission on this (along with Nigel Sherwen). The website now says: "The timetable for the Local Development Framework is likely to be affected by the changes in legislation recommended by the Planning White Paper. Currently a broad options consultation on the Core Strategy is proposed for November/December 2008". See: http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/BathNES/environmentandplanning/planning/localdevelopmentscheme/corestrategy.htm  Do you know what is happening with this at the moment?”
AS explained that she had spoken to planning and Transport Planning Policy and they suggested that this is a high level strategy and the detail will be in the Local Transport Plan and the Public realm and Movement Strategy.
The Core Strategy is to go to Cabinet on the 5th November and Committee on the 20th November for approval and then for consultation in December/January.
AS suggested that someone from Planning should come along to the meeting as part of the consultation exersise for the Core Strategy. The group agreed with this.
8. Multi-use trial update
AS stated that the report for the single member decision has been delayed because of the difficulty in agreeing a way forward. The information passed on from Adrian Clarke is as follows: the Council do not want a blanket approach to multi-use in which horse riders use all shared use paths. Each path needs to be looked at on an individual basis. Routes need to be identified which link shared use paths into the existing PROW network. Any help in identifying possible circular routes would be appreciated. This approach is outlined in the Joint Rights of Way Improvement Plan.
Councillor Shirley Steel said that any proposals need to be consulted on with all users of shared use paths. AS said this would happen.
Frank Tompson said that he understood that B&NES policy is that all new shared use paths would be designed for multi-use. AS said this was in the original O&S report, but that other views had now been expressed within the Council.


9. Programme update

Frank Tompson from the 2 Tunnels group reported that the project has been set back by 4-5 months in the summer because some areas within the Council were not aware of the financial implications of the scheme.
Now a report has been written for Charles Gerrish to consider. The key issues in the report are:
· land ownership which has now been resolved amicably; 

· funding from the Council in which it has been agreed that the Council will provide 2x£100k over the next 2 years and then the second phase of funding will be subject to available finances; 

· The Council should have its costs reimbursed by the project. However, the 2 Tunnels group and Sustrans do not feel this is fair or feasible.
There was not enough time to go through all the updates at the meeting so please pass on queries regarding the following to Alison Sherwin.
Chew Valley shared use path. Natural England has objected to the scheme because it goes through a SSSI. Sustrans have now submitted a revised design access statement to try and overcome this problem.
North Road and Northmead Road, MSN proposed zebras are currently being designed for construction this financial year.
Salisbury Road, Paulton a Puffin crossing is proposed o/s the hospital.

Three pedestrian refuges on the Peasedown St John bypass to link to public footpaths and a bridleway are to be constructed this financial year.
A feasibility study is being carried out for a footway between Clearbrook Farm and Midford and pedestrian facilities in Midford.
A feasibility study is being carried out for a footway between Tunley and Overndale.

A feasibility study is being carried out for a footway on Redhill Road, Camerton.

Charlcombe Quiet Lane has now been installed.
Improvements to strategic routes in Timsbury are proposed in the next few months. These consist of a number of dropped kerbs through out the village.

10. AOB

Chris Revill raised the issue of the poor surface of the Colliers Way at the Radstock end. AS said she was following this up with Sustrans.

Frank Tompson said he was leading a one person campaign to get the Kennet and Avon (NCN 4) towpath tarmaced. He asked about the Council’s contribution to maintenance. NJ suggested he requested this information under the Freedom of Information Act.
Frank Tompson also asked about the latest Traffic and Safety Capital programme. AS to send the latest draft. NJ explained that it was not ratified yet but Traffic and Safety are spending it as if it is.

Councillor Shirley Steel asked about a pedestrian crossing on Radstock Road at Welton Primary School. NJ said that a survey had shown that very few cross there except at school time when there was a School crossing patrol.

11. Next meeting

This has now been changed to Tuesday 13th January, Kaposvar Room, the Guildhall. 
Wendy Linham (Avon and Somerset Constabulary) is due to attend the next meeting and one of the issues she will be discussing is cycling on pavements. If there are any other issues you would like to raise please let AS know in advance of the next meeting.
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