	Bath & North East Somerset

Joint Liaison Group for Pedestrians, Access Cyclists and Equestrians
Minutes of meeting held on 6th July 2009, The Guildhall, Kaposvar Room



NEXT MEETING Monday 18th January 2010, 18:00 The Guildhall, Bath
Present:
Nick Jeanes (Team Leader Traffic and Safety, B&NES), Alison Sherwin (Pedestrian and Cycling Officer, B&NES), Peter Dawson (Group Manager Planning Policy and Transport, B&NES), Rhodri Samuel (Regeneration Manager, B&NES), Tom Webster (Cycling and Pedestrian Technician, B&NES) Steven Little (Bath Cycling Campaign), Cynthia McNally (Bathwick Estate Residents Association), Nick Dale (Living Streets), Olivia Preston (Bath Spa University Trvel Plan Co-ordinator), Councillor Roger Symonds, Richard Daniel (Transition Bath). 
1. 
Apologies 
Councillor Charles Gerrish, Brian Perrett (Radstock Residents Association), Will Steel (Public Rights of Way Team Leader, B&NES), Nigel Sherwen (Bath Cycling Club), Henrietta Sherwin (CPRE), Councillor Shirley Steel, Frank Tompson (Two Tunnels)

2. Matters arising from January 09 minutes
None.

Scheme updates are detailed later.
3. Public Realm and Movement Strategy – Consultation feedback and the way forward
Rhodri Samuel presented the Public Realm and Movement Strategy. There has been engagement with over 40 groups and on the whole the feedback had been positive. 

Consultation feedback

Concerns included the following: Council leadership and commitment, maintenance and cleansing, funding, relationship with the Heritage site and River transport and movement. Most groups wanted to be involved in further consultation.

Specifically for pedestrians and cyclists: desire for an improved network wider than the city centre, more cycle parking, increased promotion of cycling, quick wins, tension between pedestrians and cyclists and a need for a protocol, need for an improved walking network. 
The strategy was endorsed by Cabinet 06/05/09 and full Council 14/05/09
Making it happen
· Programme of quick wins
· Selection of paving materials for streets and spaces 2008/09 – Forest of Dean pennant
· Development of design of street furniture 2009/10

· Production of strategies for lighting, public arts and trees 2009/10

· Development of PR&MS action plan 

A steering group of high level officers will be set up.

Peter Dawson then spoke about the Bath Transportation Package in the city centre in relation to the public Realm and Movement Strategy and presented a plan showing the proposed vehicular restrictions.

There will be a public exhibition on 23rd (14:00-20:00), 24th (10:00-18:00) and 25th July (12:00-17:00) at the Hilton Hotel about this and the Council will also be consulting on the proposed bus stops and car park variable message signs.

Cllr Roger Symonds said that there needed to be money for maintenance or public realm improvements will be like Milsom Street. RS said that high quality materials have been recommended.

Nick Dale said that this strategy should connect to the wider city and at what level will it do this?
RS said that the remit was for the city centre, however, there have been discussions to improve a pilot route and look at if the use of this route increases.
PD suggested that there may be a need to review the cycle network into the city centre in light of the Two Tunnels and Bath Package. There are quick wins for cyclists which AS will be focussing on including the Churchill Gyratory and access to Bath Spa station from Widcombe.
Richard Daniel asked if pilot routes could be included in phase 1 of the PR&MS action plan. There is very little provision for cycling in Southgate and a new bridge at the back of Bath Spa station would be useful. PD explained that Southgate was agreed 7-8 years ago when Bath was not so cycle friendly. The development should have adequate cycle parking facilities.
Cllr RS referred to a Bear Flat, Bath Spa route which had been presented by Malcolm Dodds at a meeting. This could be another quick win.

CM stated that pedestrians should come first and not be interrupted by cyclists. She does not agree with cycle contra-flows.

Cllr RS stated that the barriers on half penny bridge create conflict. Could cyclists use Union Street at night?

OP asked what the boundary was for the Bath City strategic cycle network. Bath Spa University are keen to get students on bikes but there is no connection. AS said that it did include Bath Spa University. There are 2 possible routes for consideration – one ramping up from the Bristol and Bath Railway path (BBRP) to Newbridge Road Bridge and the other leaving the BBRP opposite the Globe roundabout across the fields. Funding has been requested within the Traffic and Safety capital programme to look at the feasibility of these options.

PD encouraged everyone to go to the Bath Package exhibitions.
RS said he will keep this group involved in the PR&MS.
4. AOB
ND raised the issue of low attendance to these meetings. He suggested that members see this forum as access to the Councillors and officers. Councillors should be encouraged to attend. More groups should also be involved. He said it was frustrating when issues do not get addressed, for example London Road/ Cleveland Place pedestrian crossing. The group needs to feel that progress is being made.

5. Traffic and Safety programme update
It was agreed that AS should provide this in the minutes and if more information is required please contact AS.
Mobility crossings (dropped kerbs with tactiles) – 15 pairs have been installed, 16 pairs ordered throughout the Authority this financial year.

Outside Bath


North Road and Northmead Road, MSN zebras are now completed.
Salisbury Road, Paulton the Puffin crossing o/s the hospital is now complete.
Two pedestrian refuges on the Peasedown St John bypass to link to public footpaths and a bridleway are now complete.
The feasibility study which is being carried out for a footway between Clearbrook Farm and Midford and pedestrian facilities in Midford is ongoing.
The feasibility study for a footway between Tunley and Overndale is now complete, the design is being finalised and negotiations with the landowner will continue.
The feasibility study for a footway on Redhill Road, Camerton is now complete.
Camerton Hill – a 30m footway near the school has now been designed and is due to be constructed in August 09.

Branch Road, Hinton Charterhouse – As part of a road resurfacing scheme, a pseudo footway has now been installed into the village. This has been well received and is respected by drivers.
West Road A362 Midsomer Norton – feasibility is being carried out to widen the footway. 

Stoke Hill, Chew Stoke – missing section of footway is now installed.

East Harptree – build out constructed which provides a pedestrian facility for school pupils and residents to the bus stop.
Hallatrow – missing section of footway now constructed.

Colliers Way signing – signs between local villages and the Colliers Way now complete.

In Bath

Bathwick Hill zebra due for construction this year.

Hawthorn Grove, Fox Hill – traffic calming scheme with flat top tables as pedestrian crossing points is currently being designed and consulted on.

Walcot Street, Corn exchange near pizza place – bollards to prevent pavement parking.

Greenway Lane, Lyncome Vale – footway build out at bottom of Beechan Cliff school playing fields near the electricity sub station is due be constructed this year.
Royal Victoria Park shared use route is now complete between the north west corner and south east corner of the park.
6. Next meeting
Monday January 18th 2010
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