	Bath & North East Somerset

Joint Liaison Group for Pedestrians, Access Cyclists and Equestrians
Minutes of meeting held on 13th January 2009, The Guildhall, Kaposvar Room



NEXT MEETING Monday 1st June 2009, 18:00, The Guildhall, Bath
Present:
Nick Jeanes (Team Leader Traffic and Safety, B&NES), Alison Sherwin (Pedestrian and Cycling Officer, B&NES), Wendy Linham (Avon and Somerset Constabulary), Colin Rees (Strategic Transport Projects, BNES), Nigel Sherwen (Bath Cycling Club), Malcolm Dodds (Bath Cycle Campaign), Steven Little (Bath Cycling Campaign), Yvonne Morgan (Bathwick Estate Residents Association). 
1. 
Apologies 
Councillor Charles Gerrish, Robin Winfield (Joint Local Access Forum),  Brian Perrett (Radstock Residents Association), Will Steel (Public Rights of Way Team Leader, B&NES), Margot McGinty (Cycle Forum), Councillor Paul Crossley, Henrietta Sherwin (CPRE), Basil Nankivell (Sustrans), Amanda Goverd (Mendip Trails Trust), Alun Morgan (Bathwick Estate Residents Association), Olivia Preston (Bath Spa 
University)
2. Matters arising from October 08 minutes
NS asked about Lansdown Road/Camden Crescent pedestrian improvements. AS due to do some road measurements. NJ said that a pedestrian count would be required. AS to check it is on the task register for future schemes.
Steven Little raised the issue of drivers stopping in the yellow box at Bathwick Street/Sydney Place and asked if the police could regularly look at this. WL said the police have been targeting this recently.

NS asked about the problem of cars parking on pavements and asked what could be done. WL explained that there is a leaflet which is distributed in areas where there is a particular issue. This leaflet is an educational tool, however, warns people that they will be fined if they do it again. If there are areas of particular problems please email Wendy Linham 
wendy.linham@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
NS said that vehicles blocking a cycle bypass on Bathford Hill is no longer a problem.

The new cycling and pedestrian technician has left, however, interviews to fill the position are due in 2 weeks.

AS said that someone from Planning Policy had offered to come and give a presentation to explain the Core Strategy.

Colliers Way. The section of path with a poor surface from Meadow View has now been surfaced with tarmac.

NCN 4 on the Kennet and Avon canal. AS has received an email stating that the pot holes are now being filled in by Sustrans rangers.

3. Footway Cycling
Wendy Linham asked the group their opinions of footway cycling. NS said it can be a problem but there can be hysteria about the issue. Some people are scared of cycling on the road so cycle on the footway. One way streets are a barrier which cyclists get round by cycling on the footway. MD sees shared use footways are the way of the future. He believes that the city centre is difficult to negotiate in a direct line due to the one-way system. Also difficult for cyclists to traverse some pedestrian roads. He said the solution is to open up one way street to 2 way cycling.
WL said that the legal issue is ‘muddy’ and there is no obvious answer with some shared use paths and legislation which says cyclists should not use footways. She had spoken with the Bath Inspector (PC Meldrin) and resources are few but there is a PCSO (Brian Harris) dedicated to cycling issues. It is not possible to provide a dedicated resource to address footway cycling.
Shared use on the wide footway at Sydney Place was discussed and NJ suggested AS should look into this.

YM did say that as a pedestrian she was not happy about the situation.

WL did say that if there is a location where the problem regularly occurs to contact her.
4. CIVITAS
City –VITality and Sustainabilty.
Colin Rees gave a presentation. This project will bring €6.5 million for transport measures in Bath.
MD said that the success of the bike hire element will depend on how cyclists can find their way through Bath and the way finding system. AS said that she had raised the issue with Colin and the Bath Package officers.

NS said that the system in Paris seemed to work well and had written an article about it which he can circulate.
SL suggested that there could be a problem where to park the bike when returning it if bike stands full. CR said that we had to trust the partners (Bicincitta) to deal with this.

5. Pedestrian issues raised by Gordon Popplewell
Some of these issues regard temporary works which Highway Maintenance address.
Open spaces issues are not a Traffic and Safety issue and need to directed to Parks through Council Connect.
The issue regarding Wellsway/Ooolite Road has been addressed by AS and the proposed development will incorporate a section of widened footway and Traffic and Safety will fund the dropped kerbs at this location.

Although the group agreed that dropped kerbs should be provided at every junction if possible it was appreciated that the budgets were limited. Vehicular crossing at driveways are paid for by the householder not the Council. AS explained that there is a budget every year for the installation of dropped kerbs requests from members of public and there is a Strategic Pedestrian Routes budget which looks at improving routes, for example to local shops.

NJ said that Gordon’s email was very general and specific locations of where dropped kerbs needed/access problems are is required.
6. Traffic and Safety programme update
It was agreed that AS should provide this in the minutes and if more information is required please contact AS.
AS provided plans of the proposed pedestrian crossings on Charlton Road, Keynsham (Zebra); St Ladocs Road, Keynsham (Zebra); and Church Street, Paulton (Puffin). 

Chew Valley shared use path. The planning application has now been withdrawn because of Natural England’s required grassland survey at the SSSI. This will have to be carried out in May and it will be resubmitted once this has been done. Unfortunately the current funding cannot be carried over for this project and will have to be requested again for next financial year.
North Road and Northmead Road, MSN proposed zebras are due to be constructed February 09.

Salisbury Road, Paulton a Puffin crossing o/s the hospital is due to be constructed February 09.

Two pedestrian refuges on the Peasedown St John bypass to link to public footpaths and a bridleway are to be constructed Feb 09. One pedestrian refuge is not being constructed due to budget constraints.
A feasibility study is being carried out for a footway between Clearbrook Farm and Midford and pedestrian facilities in Midford and will be completed before April 09.

A feasibility study is being carried out for a footway between Tunley and Overndale to be completed by March 09.

A feasibility study is being carried out for a footway on Redhill Road, Camerton to be completed by March 09.
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