	Bath & North East Somerset

Joint Liaison Group for Pedestrians, Access Cyclists and Equestrians
Minutes of meeting held on 7th July 2008, The Guildhall, Kaposvar Room



NEXT MEETING Monday 6th October 2008, 18:00, The Hollies, Council Chamber, Bath
Present:
Alison Sherwin (Pedestrian and Cycling Officer, B&NES), Nick Jeanes (Team Leader Traffic and Safety, B&NES), Nick Dale (Living Streets), Councillor Nicholas Coombs, Amanda Goverd (British Horse Society), Nigel Sherwen (Bath Cycling Club).
1. 
Apologies 

Councillor Charles Gerrish, Robin Winfield (Joint Local Access Forum),  
Brian Perrett (Radstock Residents Association), Frank Tompson (Two 
Tunnels group), Will Steel (Public Rights of Way Team Leader, B&NES)
Gordon Popplewell (Bath Association for Disabled people), Chris Hogg (Joint Local Access Forum, B&NES), 
2. Matters arising from the April 08 briefing note

Nick Jeanes spoke about the proposed Oldfield Park zebra saying that 
an audit was carried out which concluded that the road was too fast for a 
zebra crossing. Oldfield School may be closing and so it would not be 
appropriate to construct a zebra until a decision is made. It is now 
proposed that the funding will be spent on a mini roundabout at the 
junction of Penn Hill Road to try and slow the traffic down.  
The meeting between Alison Sherwin and Alun Morgan regarding pedestrian issues around Sydney Gardens area has still not been arranged. Councillor Coombes said that Bathwick Estate RA and Sydney Gardens RA have now merged. It was requested that Alison Sherwin arranges this meeting.
Nick Dale asked to be copied into information about Sydney Gardens pedestrian issues.

Alison Sherwin said there is funding this financial year for the Kingsmead Square cycling/pedestrian feasibility study.

Alison Sherwin said that Bath city was not successful in the bid for Cycle Demonstration funding.
3. Various issues put forward by members
· London Road/Cleveland Road blocked pedestrian crossings. Nick Dale had previously received correspondence from Peter Bailey suggesting that the solution to this would be a yellow box. Alison Sherwin to check with Peter Bailey and the signals section.
· Bathwick Hill: Tesco pedestrian crossing.
Councillor Nichols Coombes reported on an email he had been sent from a local resident Scott Morrison stating that he did not think the current proposals were sufficient. Nick Jeanes did say did that to install a zebra crossing it needed to fulfil certain criteria. There has been a pedestrian count carried out recent and the figures seem favourable for a zebra crossing.
· Lansdown Hill: progress on design for a pedestrian crossing in the vicinity of Camden Road junction or Guinea Lane. Nick Dale and Nigel Sherwen said this junction was dangerous and there are no crossings on Lansdown Hill at present. Nick Dale that there was also a problem for pedestrians at the bottom of Lansdown Hill at the signalised junction because there is no pedestrian phase.
Nick Jeanes will make sure that a proposal is put on the task register for a future capital programme.
· Walcot Street 20mph zone. Nick Dale said that a recent quote in the Bath Chronicle suggested that there were not enough accidents for a 20mph zone. Nick Jeanes said that driving at 20mph was a good idea but to be effective there would need to be a referendum and it would have to be self enforcing. The police do not enforce them.
Councillor Caroline Roberts and Paul Crossly are due to visit Portsmouth where there is an experimental 20mph scheme. The West of England Road Safety Partnership is also following this trial.

It was suggested that there should be feedback to this group.

4. Multi use trial on shared use paths
Alison Sherwin reported that it was on the Forward Plan for June but due to work load a decision is now due to be made in August by Councillor Charles Gerrish. NB This has now been put on the Forward Plan for a decision in September because of staff being on leave over the summer.
Amanda Goverd said that there does not seem to be any problems with multi-use on the Norton Radstock Greenway and will report to Alison Sherwin to include in the Forward Plan report.
5. New staff within the Traffic and Safety Team

The new structure splits the existing team into a Road Safety Team and a Traffic and Safety team. Tina Kilner (Technician) who was part time has left and has now been replaced by a full time Technician.

Two Road Safety officers have also been advertised – one to replace a Road Safety officer and one Safe Routes to School officer.

There has also a Road Safety Accident Officer advertised. Peter Bailey (Area Traffic Engineer) is likely to be returning to the team.

6. Horse World campaign – Riders on roads
Horse World in Whitchurch have launched a campaign to improve safety for horse riders on roads which is backed by the police.
Amanda Goverd had not heard of this campaign. She felt it need to be expanded on, for example, encouraging riders to wear high viz jackets. Amanda Goverd will raise it at the next British Horse Society meeting and Alison Sherwin will find out some more details.
7. Views on Riverside Path, Bath – what improvements would you like to see done to the path – question from Cllr Caroline Roberts

There was a big clean up day earlier in the year led by local Councillors and there is due to be another 1st-2nd August.
Suggestions for improvements on this shared use path included a code of conduct, cut the vegetation back more frequently, more seating, improving the connections to the route. Other suggestions included more information boards to make it more of a leisure route as well. There was also discussion about connecting to the Western Riverside development. Public art was also suggested.
Alison Sherwin said there was potentially Section 106 funding from the proposed Western Riverside Development.

8. Open the Joint liaison Group to all as adjoining authorities

There is now a joint authority cycling web site which includes information on subjects such as forums. The adjoining authority’s forums are open to everyone. Should we do this? Would it work and would it be a benefit.

Nigel Sherwen suggested that the Cycle Forum works well currently 
because work can be done in detail.

Councillor Nicholas Coombes suggested that it is kept as it is and 
members of public attend by invitation to contribute.

The Joint Local Access forum has elected members and the public can 
offer to observe but only speak if invited.


It was agreed that the Joint Liaison Group should stay as it currently is.

9. Programme update


Chew Valley shared use path. The planning application has been 
submitted for the section from Woodford Lodge to the dam and then from 
the dam to Hollowbrook. Sustrans have successfully negotiated the route. 
There is £75k provisionally in this years programme; however, this is 
subject to budgetary issues. Amanda Goverd asked if it would be shared 
use. Alison Sherwin said she would check the situation and feed back.

Five Arches. This proposed shared use route between the existing Norton 
Radstock Greenway and Silver Street, MSN is on the Sustrans Connect2 
reserve list. This proposal would also link to Norton Hill School. The 
planning application has now been submitted and the decision is due in 
August.

Royal Victoria Park cycle routes. Alison Sherwin has consulted with 
the Garden History Society who did not have any objections to the 
proposals. The RVP manager is supportive of the scheme but has 
concerns about the proposed cycle contra-flow across the bottom of the 
park. Alison Sherwin to go back to RVP manager again.

Bathford Hill. Nigel Sherwen said there is a problem with parked vehicles 
on the exit of the bypass and it needs a Keep Clear line. Alison Sherwin 
to discuss with Area Engineer.

Advanced stop lines for cyclists. Not been able to progress these, 
however, the new Technician will be able to address these.  
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